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AAVF’s CHILDREN & VULNERABLE PEOPLE SAFEGUARDING  

One of the four pillars of The African Association for Vertical farming (AAVF) is to 

continuously give Humanitarian services and development projects to empower the poor 

around farming to improve nutritional needs as we address Food security. As most societies 

in Africa are still living in poverty cases around child abuse, human trafficking and lack of 

care to the old and vulnerable persist. It is therefore our utmost priority to ensure that while 

addressing these developmental challenges we look critically on how the vulnerable in the 

society live. In all our projects where there will be involvement of Children and other 

vulnerable people, we will ensure adherence of below key areas with our local 

implementing partners and/or beneficiaries. 

Policy 

Our policies around Children Safeguard: -  

1. A child is anyone under the age of 18 

2. Any child should be treated equally and not discriminated based on colour, ethnicity, 

sex, religion, language, capabilities (or lack thereof), their family background. 

3. All AAVFs actions for the child should have the BEST interest of the child at all times. 

This will always be our top priority in our decisions & actions. 

4. Every child should have access to food, shelter, health services, clothing and 

education 

5. No child should be involved in child labour, war or conflict. All children should be 

protected from any kind of abuse. 

People 

People involved in taking care of children and vulnerable people include parents, guardians’ 

children home, schools etc. They will need to be: - 

1) Empowered 

Empowerment include giving necessary information and tools to allow easy of 

decision making that will be smooth running of day to day activities, managing 

emergencies and overall making informed decision especially around consent. Some 

tools that can be provided (if not available) provided include: - 

i) Safeguarding Code of Conduct 

ii) Recruitment & screening process 

2) Supported 

We believe that necessary support should be given to people who are involved in 

taking care of children and the vulnerable. Such support include training around 

managing emergencies such as firstst aid, who to call, first aid kits, access to medical 

care, police and any other necessary help. Support should be on going and up to date. 

In the current digital world Apps that can be developed to offer added support.  
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Procedures 

General procedures are in place to be applied and will be tailored (if necessary) according to 

individual projects. These procedures include: - 

1) The ‘how to’ implement safeguarding procedures 

2) Clear processes on reporting incidents that allows safety/protection of the reporter 

and victim   

Accountability 

We stand for accountability and complete transparency when dealing with children and 

vulnerable people. As safeguarding is every persons’ business, accountability allows for 

everyone to play their part and so everyone is accountable for their actions as individuals, 

groups or legal entities/organisations. Specific to a project AAVF will ensure that: - 

1. Proper Management structure e.g. the board is available and clear to the potential 

beneficiaries/NGOs 

2. Each beneficiary organisation has safeguarding policies and place and are reviewed 

regularly 

3. An individual who is in charge for this specific role of safeguarding children and 

vulnerable people 

4. There is proper Monitoring & Evaluation plan in place per project that allows follow 

up post project completion to ensure that the safeguarding policies are adhered to.  
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